WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
address of welcome which Attlee himself could not
have bettered. And somehow there seemed something
more fully representative of loyal Labour as the grace-
ful eulogy was uttered in the tones of the West Riding,
"How well Greenwood does this sort of thing!" was
the comment of some Conservatives, for he had already
begun to win in these circles a reputation for sober
statesmanship.
When Chamberlain reversed the nation's policy by
going back, as Labour would insist, to the policy of
collective peace3 Greenwood, by forswearing the easier
"I told you so" technique, earned admiration among
those who fear criticism and at the same time gave
ground for some misgiving to those of his supporters
who say "Oppose, oppose, oppose!55 Two sentences
in particular caused these contrary reactions. "If
the Prime Minister succeeds, he will wear the laurels
of victory on his brow. We on these benches shall
not complain.'* The Tories reflected "How wise!
How generous! How statesmanlike!" The Socialists
whispered " Is Arthur trying to play the great national
statesman? Is this the stealthy opening of the door
to a fresh schism and another coalition?" As Green-
wood sat down the applause was not of that ecstatic
sort which acclaims the end of a fall-blooded party
attack. The Prime Minister, who followed, com-
plimented him for amply fulfilling his promise to
carry on the debate on a high level.
Although he has had the career rather of the civil
servant than of the politician there is much about
Arthur Greenwood which qualifies him for success in
the House. He bears no grudges, he is a ready and an
accurate manipulator of other people's Christian
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